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PRESS RELEASE
Re: DPRK Satellite launch symptomatic of a need for a peace treaty 

Contact: Eric Sirotkin  eric@ubuntuworks.com and 541-778-4897 or 541-210-5669. 
The Korean Peace Project of the National Lawyers Guild says that the launch by North Korea should be responded to, not by threats and sanctions, but by a renewed call for normalized relations and an end to the Korean War. In 1953 the daily warfare was put on hold with an Armistice Agreement that called for a peace treaty. None has ever been signed and the US is forced to deal with issues like the launch or the captured journalists through third party patchwork diplomacy and a high level of mistrust on all sides. 

North Korea has signed the appropriate international protocols governing satellites and given the proper notification. The UN resolution sanctioning North Korea after its 2006 nuclear test does not explicitly forbid satellite launches. That North Korea is attempting to abide by this resolution suggests that Pyongyang still wants to engage with the international community. More than 158 countries have normalized relations with the DPRK, including most countries, other than the US and South Korea, that fought in the Korean War. 

Chair of the Peace Project, Eric Sirotkin, who has traveled several times to the DPRK and the ROK, says “It is time that the Korean conflict be restored to an issue between the divided two nation states to be worked out without outside interference. By normalizing relations and ending the Korean War, we cannot only save substantial money in difficult times, but America can model dialogue and building bridges, rather than diplomacy through the barrel of a gun. By not cultivating an on-going, diplomatic relationship, the U.S. and DPRK has only a dysfunctional relationship based on misunderstanding and mistrust.” 
The United States, despite the most difficult economic crisis in 75 years, annually spends billions of dollars maintaining the military defense of South Korea and this quasi-state of war in Korea. Despite the desire for reunification between North and South Korea and extensive formal reunifications efforts between the two governments, peace remains elusive, according to Sirotkin, in large part due the maintenance of a hostile relationship between the U.S. and the DPRK.  He says, “The failure to recognize the DPRK as a nation and refusal to engage in the powerful tool of diplomacy, even with nations with which we may have profound differences, lies at the core of the instability in the region. You can’t talk about nuclear weapons, missiles and even human rights without relationship and with an existing state of war.” 
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